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- eatists, and secret operatives by thie.intelli--
igence-agencies, is reported to:have the’ sup-
R port of the nation’s top mtelhcence ofﬁcer&

o .-woum give the intelligence agencies a greater |
*  increase in funds over the next several years,.
“in percentage. terms, 'thanincreases now.
-scheduled for the defense budget as a whole.
“The defense budget is to increase by 7 percent
«in-real fenns each year for :the- next flve
)ears . PRRERR 3 -
Increases for the mtelhgence de cies wﬂl :

" -spy satellites, for example, and an- mcreased
~ability to conduct secret operanons overseds.
"Agency, the Reagan- administration’s-main.

. concern at this point appears to bean effort to|"

_.*'improve the quality of. mtelhgence analysxs
“.reaching policymakers.... .. a4 "5

. N tional Security Agency (NSA). . .

*llfr_“—“‘ e

hite House pla
- major ani@i?ag%m

within the Defense Department budﬂet has
“been debated within the US Congress. But the

By Daniel Southerland
 Staft correspondent of -+
A The Chnst]an S\.Lence Momtor
Bt EENES Washmgton
The WhlteHouse has approved a five-year |
plan which weuld -substantially - strengthen

“American intelligence-agencies’ across the :
) board aceording to ‘administration officials. *

* The officials-say that the-plan grew pn-
anly outofa convmtmn that budgetary and.
manpower’ Tlimitations: had -for-more: than:a

dacade prevented:-the:spy= -agencies “ffom{’
"keeping up adequately- ‘withra-rapidly chang-
" ing, more dangerous world. The plan;' which

:would lead to the'hiring of more analysts sci-

. The officials. told. this..reporter;the’ plan

apparentlv ‘mean not only. more: manpower,.
but also more technical capabilities, such as

In the case of -the US Centraklntelhgence

-Administration, ofhcxa]s feel confident that

- key senators and-congressien. wm go along |-

. -with the intelligence:*‘rebuilding’’ plan, which

. has been in the making for some monthsnow
©.The full details of the intelligence agencie:

" budget are.only known to-top. admmlstratxon

“officials _and: to., congressmnal 'oversnght

. committees. )

ns|

a degree, the vu'rues and vices’ of its mtelh-'

Pubhshed peculanon on th su ect has

placed the intelligence agencxes budgeL at
-around $10 billion: for 1980-81.°A good part-of

. v that budget is said to go to the' technologxcal
~side of intel ligence gathering. -

- Ne a"ly a dozen govemment agencxes are

invohed in intelligence gathermg, with the
' CIA taking only axelatwely small percentade
..of the total budget, “officials say."America’s]
-biggest intelligence agency is thesupersecret
--electronic- snooping - organization;:;

the Na-

- apparently in the propaganda field. Frustra-;

| public etails-of the  intelligence agencies’ t
. tal annual. budget —«1ns now:mostly*hxdden

The question of possibly- revealmg to El‘(l})

.viet - invasion of - Afghanistan’: helped “t0]

.cloak-and-dagger operatnons of the past

executive branch has thus far argued suc-
cessfully that it mxght.be of use to adversaries
of the US, and the Soviet Union, in particular,
to know the full details. Officials contend that
with such-details, the Soviets might be able to

plot trends’ and” develop new methods of] .-

countering the US spy agencies. -

- A number of key senators and congress 5
“men were highly critical of those spy agencies
in the early and mid-1970s. Never before had|
any major nation argued ouit in public, to such’

genceagencies. ~v. -~omo

But over the past several years. u=

lum seems to have swing on:Capitol Hill in}’

favor of strengthenma the intelligence agen-/
cies. The causes for this-are-many. They in-3
_clude disiliusionment with the results of US-
-Soviet détente and a feeling that the world has’
_become-a more dangerous place b_ecause of a4
‘number “of. developments — the fall of the
Shah of Iran, the Soviet invasion of ‘Afghani-1
stan, and the'less of us nuclear supenonty |
among them::5 :

B

-~ While: admmxstrahon ofnc1als contmue to] i

declme.to give full -details of intelligence:

agency. spending,~meanwhile, they. do give] -

-just enough to argue their case for rebuilding.
‘They say that such spyagency. spending

reached a peak during the Vietnam war;j . -
years, when large number of intelligence offi-! - .-
- -cerswere deployedeoutheastAsm S

From the late 1960s onward, accordmg to C
_official accounts, there was a steady man-| .. ..
“power “drawdown” in most sectors of intelli-+

: encg_gathermg _According to-one account,

the manpower decrease at: the CcIA among "

both analysts and so-called case officers. i
"the people who run foreign agents — has come
to about’zs petcent over the: past 10 to 15
years = £

~Some former mtellxr:ence oiflcers claim

'that the CIA’s ability to engage in succasful :

“covert action,” or. secret dction.aimed at i in-
ﬂuencmg pohtxcal conditions in other nations, |

-had eroded to the point in recent yearwhere -
‘it was virtually nonexistent. e '

“There was reported to have been a lu’mted

revival of covert action during the last year or{

two of the Carter administration, most of it

tion over the fall of the Shah of Iran, the tak-
ing of American hostages'in Iran, and the So-’

generate pressures for a return to some of the!
'.‘.:;_\q
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